
With our next issue - Volume 40, Number 2 - the Plain Truth magazine will
enter a new era. At 22 issues pe r year, the new Plain Truth will come to
you more often with more articles and with greater urgency than ever

before . The change in format (and frequency) is another giant step forward - the
beginning of a new chapter in the history of an amazing publication. Volume I,
Number I appeared in the depths of th e Depression, February 1934, with a
circulation of a very few hu ndreds. It was written entirely by Herbert W. Armstrong,
then age 41, in Eugene, Oregon. It was duplicated on an ancient Neostyle and
mailed by Mr. Armstrong's de voted wife, Lorna. out of a shoebox mailing list. Mr.
Armstrong's first printed words in that issue are still re levant to the world of 1975:
"We live today in the most strenuous hours of earth's history. Today we stand
on the very threshold of colossal events that will stagger the mind of mortal
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How Arob World Could Trigge r

H-BOMB WAR!

lJ

Th is was a con tinuing theme of
the Plain Truth since 1946.
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World War III Threatens to
EXPLODE in Middle Eastl
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PLAINTRUTH
Tb c C oming " -o rld - !'.\ plo.,"jo1l

III P;d c-, r i ne:

" . .. the plain truth is tha t the
United Nat ions never will be able to
give th e world a ny permane nt
peace! Of course we want peace. But
we want it our wa) ' - and our way
sim ply isn't the W A Y of peace. Does
pro phecy ind icat e th at the nati ons
will get togeth er an d br ing about
peace? Most certai nly not - just the
co ntrary:'

The following year. two years be­
fore the birth of the Jewish sta te in
Palestine. Mr. Armstron g boldl y
predic ted the birth pangs of war in
Pa lestine :

This lead ar ticle covered the latest
developments in Europe . even while
America was in the grips of protec­
tionist isolationism. and Europe was
smitten with appeasement toward
Hitle r.

The featu re a rticle in March 1938
was titled. " Will Times Get Bette r?
The real meani ng of the Depression.
and the Present Rece ssion, accord­
ing to Bible pro phecies:' What fol­
lowed was an econo mically sou nd
ana lysis by the ed ito r. a former ad­
vertising executive and friend of
so me of the nat ion 's top bankers.

T he "Persona l From the Editor"
focused on the purpose of the maga­
zine in light of Christia n cha rity. He
wrote: "The Plain Truth co mes as a
magazine of understanding to help
those who honest ly h unge r and
thirst after righ teo usness out of this
modern confusion . into the knowl­
edge of truth. Solomon was wise
when he asked for understandin g!
But he would hav e been wiser. had
he asked for somet h ing else! There
is one thing that is even more im­
portan t - a thing tha t is still more
rare. That thing is LOVE!"' .

Throughout World Wa r II. Mr.
Armstrong warned that if Germany
lost the war. she \...·o uld rise again!
Toward the end of the war. he was
an accred ited press representa tive at
the Un ited Na tions dedi cati on in
San Francisco . He wrote:

Th e first " Personal From the Edi­
tor." on page five of the first issue.
sta ted. "I n these anx ious days of
stress. turmoil and strife: of revolu­
tion and eco nomic collapse: of war
and fear of war: of confusion before
a bewildering onsla ugh t of creeds.
dogmas. fables a nd false teach ings.
the Plain Truth ma kes its hu mbl e
and modest appea ra nce. T he Plain
Truth comes with a definite mission .
It co mes in a sincere effort to help
those who honestly arc hungering
and thirsting after righteousness out
of this mod ern co nfus ion. . . ...

The Plain Truth pattern was set
early. with the first issue . The lead
article during those years usually
dealt with the breath taking events
in pre-World Wa r II Europe: a fea­
lure article dealt with news of na­
tional interest: and an editorial
expounded the living laws which
bring personal happiness.

Although pu blished in a medi um­
sized city in Oregon. the Plain Truth
was hardly a local paper. It spoke
more boldly abou t worldwide devel­
opments than most national maga­
zines of the time. A typical example
of th is is the March 1938 issue of
the Plain Truth:

man. Just now it is like the lull
be fore a great and devas tating
storm."
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You will find similar head lines in
recent and fu ture Plain Truths be­
ca use th e Midd le East will co nt inue
to be the focal poin t of world cr isis
a nd even tua l wo rld war. T he re have
been fo ur serio us o utbreaks of war
in Israel betwee n 1948 and 1974.
bu t the grea test bo ut - the kn ock­
o ut ro und - is st ill ah ead of us.

T he ot her in terna tiona l foca l
poi nt of the Plain Truth maga zine
contin ued to be ceritral Eu rope .
Whi le th e world was primari ly in ter­
ested in developments wit hin Rus­
sia. Chi na. th e United St ates. a nd.
later. Vietn am . th e Plain Truth was
warning about a united Europe :
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Me. A rmstro ng wro te. " Russia
has produced a nd test-exp lode d a n
atom ic bo mb ! But Russia has not
sta rted anot her war. Wh y? F unda­
mentall y becau se no suc h war ap­
pea rs on the pro ph esied sched ule of
th e purpose be ing wo rked out he re
be low!"

D ur ing the second Midd le East
war. in 1956. the Plain Trut h asked.

W ill RUSSIA Attack
Ame rica?..." ,._ .....,,_.~ ... ,_C " u,._...
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Th e a ns wer was a reass uri ng
" no," a nd th e source for suc h a bold
a nswer was biblica l proph ecy.

But th e o ut lines of prophecy are
pa in ted in la rge stro kes wi th very
litt le fine det a il. D uring the ea rly
1960s. the Plain Truth pred icted a
few skirm ishes an d co nfli cts which
didn't d irec tly materialize. We a te
crow . But we lea rned from o ur m is­
ta kes. It has nev er been ou r in­
tcnt ion to mislead .

W hen President Joh nson esca­
la ted the Vie tnam confl ict in ea rly
1965. th e Plain Truth acc ura tely
foretold the outcome :

Why United Slates Cannot
Win VIET ~A'''' War!
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At the peak of th e wa r 111 Viet ­
narn . the Plain Truth wrote .

Witt
PARIS CONFERENCE WON'T BRING

REAL PEACE TO VIETNAM

T he poi nt of these a rt icles, ot he r
ar ticles . a nd rad io / T V broadca sts
by Garner Ted Armst rong duri ng
the Vietna m War was that ot he r
a rea s of conflict wo uld soo n far
overs ha dow the less significant
Asia n co nflict. During th e decade ­
long Vietnam headache. the Plain
Truth publ ishe d hund reds ofarticles
a bo ut Europe. th e Middle East. a nd

the eme rging superg iant (not Viet­
nam ) of the Orien t.

INDUSTRIAL
SUPERGIANT

But all wa s no t international news
in the Plain Tru th . D uring th e
19605. three lon g-standin g person a l
in terest series h igh ligh ted mo st is­
sues of the Plain Truth. Th er e wa s
the autobiograph y or the editor.
Her bert W. Armstrong. in install­
ment form : the Bible St ory in words
a nd pictures by Basil Wolverton ;
a nd lite rall y dozens of art icles on
the theory of evolu t ion by Garner
T ed Armstrong. Pau l Kroll, and
man y o thers.

~. EVOLUTION
. ENMESHED•••
IN A SPIDER 'S WEB !
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Ap proxima te ly five years ago. be­
tween 1969 a nd 1971. the Plain
Truth ex pande d its resea rch sta ff
and fac ilities la rge enough to pro­
d uce a series of a rticles which accu­
ra tely pred icted the major crises of
1975 long befo re th e bu lk of the
world' s press no ticed these issues.
Here a re a few exa mples :

Now ' lfst shaping up -

World CRISIS in
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27



- - - -

'_ottd}opa.o ....
t;H 10 oil ,_ "-
Middl. E _ ....
•, " 11'" ...i, It,. W....,~
......... if ir4>dJr. f _
_ io<I. Of ,It_So>viel

U"io.. p.on,, ' p re­
cioul oil lrom . .....1>­
i"ll oil,,",. E u~ ....

Japan?

What:.
Behind the

ENERGY
CRISIS?
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As Am bassad or Co llege pursu ed
acc reditation. several scientists an d
scholars were added to the staff.
During 1972. some of them began
con tributing the results of their re­
sea rch. in layman 's la nguage. for
the readership of the Plain Truth :

In o ur ne w forma t we will con­
tinu e to ca ll up on th e expert ise of
th e Am bassad or Co llege facu lty.
You will be readi ng articles by pro ­
fessors. executives and ministers.
We will also pu blish reports from
our correspondents and reg ional
editors sca ttered around the world
on every continen t.

The new sixteen-page tablo id will
feature at least three major sections:
News. Commentary (and features).
and Religion. Editor s in each of
th e three sections will select shorter.
more hard- hitt ing articles att uned
to th e inc red ibly fast now of news
a nd views whi ch cha ra cterizes th is
age of future shoc k.

T his forty-year heri tage is the
launching pa d from which the new
Plain Truth will be launched. It is a
noble heritage. one which we hope
to extend to as many people as we
can for as many yea rs as th is crisis­
ridden world can survive.

To our fai thful readers and to
those who have freel y contributed
their dolla rs to th is cause, we say
T HANK YO U for your loya lty and
en th usiastic su pport. Kee p it up ­
beca use we will ! 0

FEBIUJAHY IIJ:U

The
Plain Trulh
Magazine
Is Born

Editor's Note: The follow ing
material is composed of ex­
cerpts taken from volume I of
The Autobiography of H erbert
W . Armstrong regard ing the
birth of the f irst Plain Tru th
magazine in 19 34 and t he fi rst
professionally printed ed ition
in 1938.

T il E TIM E came for fina lly rea liz­
ing the dream I had cher­
ished s in c e 192 7 - the

publication of a maga zine to be
called The Plain Truth. Back in 1927
I had made up a n entire "dummy"
of th is proposed ma ga zine . I had
even written a rt icles for it. I even
had a professional lett er art ist de­
sign a front cover idea in 1927 ­
a nd I had tried de signing one my­
se lf. But we had nev er had the
"wher ewithal" to sta rt publish ing a
magazlOe.

This a mb itio n to pu blish The
Plain Truth was the nat ura l ou t­
growt h of ea rlier bu siness experi­
ence . M uch of m y 20 yea rs of
advertising experience had been
spent in the class ma gazine field.

Now. at last. I realized that thi s
ma gazine was a "must" as a follow­
up for the radio broadcast. Yet we
were no more able. financially. th an
we had been in 1927.

Necessity is the mother of in­
ven tion . If we co uld no t a fford to
publish a high-q ua lity. professional­
a ppea ring magaz ine. I wou ld simply
co nve rt th e mim eographed " Bulle-
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THE FIRST Plain Trut h was " prin ted " on a used $ /0 neostvle. ancestor 01
the mimeograph.

tin" I had been issuing for our scattered
church brethren in the Willam ett e
Valley into The Plain Truth.

My idea for this magazine from
the sta rt had been to publish a
magazine. not for church members.
but for the general pub lic - the un­
converted and unchurched - an
eva nge lis tic- type p u blication to
br ing the world God's TRUTH ­

maki ng it PLA tN!
I began with the first broad cast,

th at first Sunday in 1934. inviti ng
listeners to write for a new maga ­
zine, The Plain Truth.

At the same time J began work on
producing Volume I, Number I of
this magazine of my dreams. I d id
not even have a "scope" for hand­
lett erin g the headlines. I was still
living with the Fishers on the ir far m
seven miles wes t o f Eugene - my
wife and children still at the Hall
Street house in Salem . I had to hold
th e mim eograph stencils up agai nst
a window and try to cut the head­
lines with my right hand while I
tried to hold the stencil without slip­
ping agai nst th e wind ow pan e with
my left. Th e headlines were a little
sha ky. Th at first issue of The Plain
Tru th was a pretty amateurish.
hom em ad e lookin g sort of thin g.
Prob abl y no one but myself would
have dign ified it by ca lling it a
"magazine,"

But finally The Plain Truth ,
homem ade at Fishe rs' farm on a
borrowed mimeograph, made its
humble bow to the world February
I. 1934. I have no record of the
exact "press run" of that first ed i­
tion . but it was in the neighborhood
of 250 cop ies.

No publica tion could have had a
mo re humble or a sma ller start. But
it was a start. It grew. It was im­
proved as scanty funds permitted . It
too k yea rs before we were able to
have it pr inted on a printing press.
But th rough the years it has been
instrumental in making drastic
changes in thousands of lives!

It was so me time later. in 1934 ,
that a few special offerings made it
possible for us to purchase a very
old, used . outdat ed Neos ty le. It was
pred ecessor to the mimeograph. It
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was enti rely hand opera ted. The
shee ts of paper had to be fed into it
one at a time by hand. There was
nothing autom atic about it. It cos t
$ 10. We had also fina lly been abl e.
before the first issue of The Plain
Truth, to raise enou gh money to
purchase a second ha nd typewrit er
for $ 10.

* * * * * *
January I, 1938. we finally were

enab led to bring The Plain Truth
bac k to life' It was the first issue in
two and a hal f yea rs!

But it still had to be a hand- pro­
duced mimeographed " magazine: '
A letter sent out with it sa id: " We
cannot. yet. a tford to have it
pr inted . So we mimeographed it
ourselves. Thi s work has been done
mostly by Helen Sta rkey. Mrs. Arm ­
strong. and myself. with a few of our
good friend s com ing to the office for
volunteer work the past few days. to
help with the folding. add ressing.
stamping. etc." Mrs. Starkey \v·as
still working daily without sala ry.

A bu lletin sent to local O regon
members, dat ed Janua ry 1938. an­
nounced The Plain Truth mailing
list was now 1,050.

It had outgrow n Mrs. Arm st rong
and me. It was becoming too large
to mimeograph . In Februa ry 1938.
we were forced to reduce The Plain
Tru th down to 3 pages - its smalles t
size ever. There were two shee ts of

paper. a nd the back page was de­
vo ted to a letter!

At this time I lea rned tha t we
co u ld ha ve th e March num ber
prim ed at a local printing plant on
chea p paper. 8 pages. for $30 mor e
than the cost o f mimeographing .
BlI! we didn 't have the S30!

So the March and April numbers
were still mimeographed .

March 19. 1938, I sent out a letter
showing that the ex penses of the
wor k (includi ng our family living)
had risen to $300 per month. But we
we re running behi nd on part of the
fami ly living. Lega l act ion was
be ing instituted to foreclose and
ta ke from us o ur small home. In
some man ner I do not now remem­
ber. this troub le was met. and we
managed to keep the home. But this
only added to the harassing discou r­
agements in the struggle to keep the
work going.

Finally. after more than four
yea rs on the air. we managed to
produ ce the first rea lly printed Plain
Truth.

So. even if it had to start with
about 250 copies done by hand on a
mim eograph. it sta rted ' Like the
grain of mustard seed . it began. very
possibly the smallest of magazines.
But it has grow n into a top-qua lity.
full -color. international magazine
whose circulation reached 3.200.000
in J une 1973. 0
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